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PROGRAM

 
 Convening of Court Jim Arnott
	 	 Greene	County	Sheriff
 Call to Order  The Honorable Thomas Mountjoy
  Presiding Judge
 Welcome  Gary Powell
  SMBA President
 Presiding  Fred Hall
 Presentation of Resolutions  Crista Hogan
  SMBA Executive Director



MEMORIAL RESOLUTION OF THE
SPRINGFIELD METROPOLITAN BAR ASSOCIATION

IN RECOGNITION OF WILLIAM COMPTON BILLINGS

BE	IT	RESOLVED,	that	the	Springfield	Metropolitan	Bar	Association	in	a	Memorial	Service	on	the	17th	day	of	November,	2011,	
expresses its profound and deep sorrow upon the death of one of its distinguished members, William Compton Billings.

William	Compton	Billings	was	born	October	28,	1915	in	Springfield,	Missouri;	he	died	on	April	14,	2010.

Judge	Billings	graduated	from	Central	High	School	in	1933.	He	received	a	scholarship	to	Springfield	Draughons	Business	School	
from	1934-35.	He	attended	Drury	University	from	1936-38.	He	moved	to	Kansas	City	after	his	father	died,	and	began	his	first	
employment with Wilson & Company in the sales department.

Judge	Billings	served	in	World	War	II	from	1942-45	as	a	Mine	Location	Disposal	Officer	and	Diver	First	Class.	He	served	his	tour	
of	duty	on	the	U.S.	Minah	204	Mine	Location	Ship.

He	received	a	Bachelor	of	Law	degree	from	the	University	of	Kansas	City	on	May	29,	1949	after	passing	the	Missouri	bar	
examination. For the next four years he worked as a New Suit Investigator for the Kansas City Public Service Company.

In 1952 he became an Insurance Adjuster and Special Agent with Employers Group Insurance Company where he was employed 
until	1956.	Later,	he	worked	as	a	Claims	Adjuster	for	Western	Casualty	&	Insurance	Company	from	1960	to	1966.

In	February	1966	Judge	Billings	was	appointed	to	serve	as	a	Legal	Advisor/Associate	Administrative	Law	Judge	by	then	Governor	
Hearnes. For forty years, he served the citizens of Missouri in this capacity until he retired on December 31, 2005, shortly after 
celebrating his 90th birthday.  Throughout that time, Judge Billings handled workers’ compensation matters with a ready smile 
and pleasant demeanor.

Judge Billings was married to Nancy Anne Billings until her death in 1995. They had two children, David H. Billings, wife Susan, 
and	Amy	L.	Billings;	four	granddaughters,	and	a	great	granddaughter.

NOW,	THEREFORE,	BE	IT	RESOLVED	that	the	Springfield	Metropolitan	Bar	Association	hereby	recognizes	the	
achievements of Judge William Compton Billings. To perpetuate the esteem in which he was held by this Association, it is 
ORDERED	that	this	resolution	be	placed	in	the	permanent	records	of	the	Association,	that	a	copy	hereby	be	filed	in	the	office	
of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, Judicial Circuit 31, and that a copy hereof be given to his family with the sincere sympathy and 
respect of the members of the Association.

This Resolution is duly adopted November 17, 2011.



MEMORIAL RESOLUTION OF THE
SPRINGFIELD METROPOLITAN BAR ASSOCIATION

IN RECOGNITION OF GEORGE J. DONEGAN

BE	IT	RESOLVED,	that	the	Springfield	Metropolitan	Bar	Association	in	a	Memorial	Service	on	the	17th	day	of	November,	2011,	
expresses its profound and deep sorrow upon the death on July 17, 2010, of one of its distinguished longtime members, George J. 
Donegan.

Judge	George	J.	Donegan	was	born	May	23,	1923,	in	St.	Louis,	Missouri.	He	served	with	the	U.S.	Army	during	World	War	II.	He	
received	his	bachelor’s	degree	from	Drury	University	in	Springfield	and	his	law	degree	from	Georgetown	University.	He	was	
admitted to the bar in 1950.  

Judge Donegan led a life dedicated to community, political and religious service. He acted in leadership roles for the Greene 
County	Bar	Association,	Springfield	Boy’s	Club,	United	Way	and	the	Springfield	Housing	Authority	(rejecting	the	national	model	
which	was	to	build	large	projects	and	instead	getting	smaller,	dispersed	projects	approved)	and	Springfield	Rotary	Southeast	Club.

Donegan worked tirelessly for the Republican Party in Missouri, organizing rallies and working for many candidates.  Donegan 
was	elected	to	the	Missouri	House	of	Representatives	in	1967	and	served	five	terms.	He	enjoyed	working	“across	the	aisle”	with	
Democrats from St. Louis on the passage of social justice legislation. Most notable was the passing of laws that forced public 
schools	to	assess	and	meet	the	needs	of	both	exceptional	and	special	needs	children	(similar	requirements	were	later	adopted	
nationally).	Always	ready	to	challenge	or	explain	bills	being	considered	on	the	House	floor,	colleagues	nicknamed	him,	“Up	Again	
Donegan”.		

Donegan was a Circuit Judge, Associate Division from 1981 to 1987. He was an early adopter of the practice of alternative 
sentencing which ordered mandatory counseling or community service instead of jail time. He considered jail time the last 
resort.	Prior	to	becoming	a	Judge,	he	practiced	civil	and	criminal	law	for	30	years,	including	as	a	trial	attorney	for	the	U.S.	Justice	
Department.  

A	case	he	was	most	proud	of	was	United	States	v.	Lattimore,	in	which	he	battled	the	FBI	and	J.	Edgar	Hoover,	during	the	height	
of the communist investigations in the 1950’s, over disclosure issues.

Donegan was a member of St. Agnes Cathedral, a counselor to a series of Catholic Bishops, a Grand Knight of the Knights of 
Columbus, a member of Crosslines, St. Vincent De Paul and the Interfaith Council.

He	was	predeceased	by	his	wife,	Elizabeth	Sheppard	Donegan;	two	sons,	George	J.	Donegan,	Jr.	and	Charles	Donegan;	and	two	
sisters, Margaret Bush and Mary Agnes Logan.

He	is	survived	by	one	sister,	Mildred	Chauncy;	nine	children,	Elizabeth	Ann	Donegan,	M.D.,	Oakland,	CA;	Cecilia	Drake,	Tulsa,	
OK;	Michael	Donegan,	Kansas	City,	MO;	Kathleen	(Larry)	Gagnon,	Dayton,	OH;	Darby	(Randy)	Dahl,	Tulsa,	OK;	Samuel	P.	
(Kathy)	Donegan,	M.D.,	Martha’s	Vineyard,	MA;	Laura	Donegan,	Bella	Vista,	AR;	Timothy	(Keta)	Donegan,	Colorado	Springs,	
CO;	David	Sean	(Cheryl)	Donegan,	Springfield,	MO;	and	18	grandchildren	and	8	great-grandchildren.

NOW,	THEREFORE,	BE	IT	RESOLVED	that	the	Springfield	Metropolitan	Bar	Association	hereby	recognizes	the	
achievements of Judge George J. Donegan. To perpetuate the esteem in which he was held by this Association, it is ORDERED 
that	this	resolution	be	placed	in	the	permanent	records	of	the	Association,	that	a	copy	hereby	be	filed	in	the	office	of	the	Clerk	of	
the Circuit Court, Judicial Circuit 31, and that a copy hereof be given to his family with the sincere sympathy and respect of the 
members of the Association.

This Resolution is duly adopted November 17, 2011.



MEMORIAL RESOLUTION OF THE
SPRINGFIELD METROPOLITAN BAR ASSOCIATION

IN RECOGNITION OF F. WILLIAM JOYNER

BE	IT	RESOLVED,	that	the	Springfield	Metropolitan	Bar	Association	in	a	Memorial	Service	on	the	17th	day	of	November	2011,	
expresses its profound and deep sorrow upon the death of one of its distinguished long time members, Frederick William Joyner.

Bill was born April 10, 1938 in St. Joseph, MO and attended public schools there. He graduated from Northwest Missouri College 
in	Maryville,	MO	in	1960	with	a	Bachelor	of	Science	degree.	He	graduated	from	the	University	of	Missouri	at	Columbia	on	June	
4,	1963	with	a	Bachelor	of	Law	degree	later	converted	to	a	Juris	Doctor	degree.	He	and	his	family	moved	to	Springfield	Missouri	
in	1963	where	he	commenced	the	practice	of	law	with	the	law	firm	of	Miller,	Fairman,	Sanford,	Carr	&	Lowther.

Bill	practiced	with	that	firm,	with	its	several	name	changes,	some	of	which	included	his	name	in	the	title,	before	it	was	shortened	
to Miller & Sanford until 1989. He concluded his practice with Lowther Johnson.

Bill	will	be	remembered	as	an	excellent	trial	lawyer	signified	by	his	selection	and	admission	to	the	American	College	of	Trial	
Lawyers. Bill was a hard worker, well prepared and respected by judges and his adversaries. Bill’s practice was not limited 
to	litigation.	His	abilities	were	well	scrutinized	in	his	office	practice	and	other	areas	of	the	law.	His	well	rounded	practice,	
recognition of the strengths and weaknesses of his clients’ positions in lawsuits and other legal matters accompanied by common 
sense served his clients well.

Bill not only worked hard. He played hard. He had a good sense of humor. He knew how to orchestrate and administer a practical 
joke on his friends, all in good fun, and was on the receiving end of those as well, all taken with a hearty laugh.

Bill had a love for the outdoors. In his younger years he was an excellent ice skater. In his adult years he enjoyed snow skiing. 
Throughout	his	life,	his	real	passion	was	fishing	and	hunting.	Bill	and	his	wife,	Rita,	fished	all	over	the	world.	One	of	their	
favorite	locations	was	Christmas	Island	in	the	Pacific.	Streams	in	Montana	were	also	high	on	their	list.	At	sunup	on	March	1,	
every year, Bill and Rita could be found on or in a nearby trout stream for the opening of trout season.

Bill	was	a	good	shot	and	an	avid	hunter	of	various	species.	Birds	however	were	his	favorite.	Attorneys	and	other	office	personnel	
in	Bill’s	firm,	even	if	they	were	not	hunters,	were	well	aware	when	it	was	quail,	pheasant	or	duck	season.	Most	obvious	to	the	non	
hunters was turkey season. Bill worked hard on his turkey call throughout the work day.

Bill was also active in civil matters. He was a member of the Junior Chamber of Commerce, a Mason, Shriner and very active in 
the	local	Chapter	409	of	B.P.O.E,	the	Elks.	When	he	was	elected	Exalted	Ruler	of	the	local	Chapter	he	was	the	youngest	person	
to	serve	in	that	capacity.	Consistent	with	his	love	for	hunting	Bill	was	a	member	of	the	local	chapters	of	Ducks	Unlimited.

Bill	is	survived	by	his	wife	of	51	years,	Rita,	two	sons,	Gregory	Ross	Joyner	and	Scott	S	Joyner,	both	of	Springfield,	and	one	
grandson, Dalton Joyner.

NOW,	THEREFORE,	BE	IT	RESOLVED	that	the	Springfield	Metropolitan	Bar	Association	hereby	recognizes	the	
achievements	of	F.	William	Joyner	to	perpetuate	the	esteem	in	which	he	was	held	by	this	Association,	that	a	copy	hereof	be	filed	
in	the	office	of	the	Clerk	of	the	Circuit	Court,	Judicial	Circuit	31,	and	that	a	copy	hereof	be	given	to	his	family	with	the	sincere	
sympathy and respect of the members of the Association.

This Resolution is duly adopted November 17, 2011.



MEMORIAL RESOLUTION OF THE
SPRINGFIELD METROPOLITAN BAR ASSOCIATION
IN RECOGNITION OF MICHAEL THOMAS PIVAC

BE	IT	RESOLVED,	that	the	Springfield	Metropolitan	Bar	Association	in	a	Memorial	Service	on	the	17th	day	of	November,	2011,	
expresses its profound and deep sorrow upon the death on February 3rd, 2010, of distinguished member Michael Thomas Pivac.  

Mike	was	born	on	August	4,	1958	in	St.	Louis,	Missouri,	to	Sam	and	Carol	Pivac.	He	earned	his	A.B.	in	History	with	Honors	and	
his	J.D.	degree	from	the	University	of	Missouri.		He	moved	to	Springfield	after	law	school	in	1983	and	was	a	partner	with	his	long	
-time	friend	Tom	Hearne	in	the	Hearne	&	Pivac	law	firm	at	the	time	of	his	death.		

Mike enjoyed a highly successful legal career, having tried numerous cases in courts all across Missouri and having argued 
appellate cases before all of Missouri’s Appellate Courts.  

Mike served his profession in many ways. He previously served on the Board of Governors of the Missouri Bar Association, 
Board	of	Directors	of	the	Springfield	Metropolitan	Bar	Association,	Supreme	Court	Regional	Attorney	Disciplinary	Committee,	
Missouri Bar President’s Commission on Legal Services, and Board of Directors of Legal Aid of Southwest Missouri. He was a 
very	capable	and	well-respected	attorney.

He	also	served	his	community	in	numerous	ways.	He	served	on	the	Board	of	Directors	of	March	of	Dimes-Southern	Missouri	
Chapter,	Executive	Committee	and	then	Advisory	Committee	of	Ozark	Trails	Council	of	the	Boy	Scouts	of	America	(Mike	
was	an	Eagle	Scout),	Chairman	of	the	Greene	County	Democratic	Party,	and	Founder	and	Chairman	of	the	Greene	County	
Democratic Alliance. Mike thoroughly enjoyed his years as a boys and girls basketball coach, and boys baseball coach. He was an 
amazing father and husband and is missed more than words can say.  

He	was	preceded	in	death	by	his	father,	Sam	Pivac.	He	is	survived	by	his	wife,	Angela;	and	their	children,	Alexandra,	Grant,	and	
Sara,	all	of	Springfield;	his	mother,	Carol	Pivac	of	O’Fallon;	his	brother,	Matthew	Pivac,	and	his	wife	Adrienne,	of	St.	Charles;	his	
sister	Melissa	Larimore	and	her	husband,	Mark	of	O’Fallon;	and	nieces	and	nephews,	Logan,	Lauren,	Austin,	Chad,	and	Scott.	He	
also leaves behind countless friends and colleagues who were very supportive during his battle with cancer.  

NOW,	THEREFORE,	BE	IT	RESOLVED	that	the	Springfield	Metropolitan	Bar	Association	hereby	recognizes	the	
achievements of Michael Thomas Pivac. To perpetuate the esteem in which he was held by this Association, it is ORDERED 
that	this	resolution	be	placed	in	the	permanent	records	of	the	Association,	that	a	copy	hereof	be	filed	in	the	office	of	the	Clerk	of	
the Circuit Court, Judicial Circuit 31, and that a copy hereof be given to his family with the sincere sympathy and respect of the 
members of the Association.  

This Resolution is duly adopted November 17, 2011.



MEMORIAL RESOLUTION OF THE
SPRINGFIELD METROPOLITAN BAR ASSOCIATION

IN RECOGNITION OF KENNETH E. SHUNK

BE	IT	RESOLVED,	that	the	Springfield	Metropolitan	Bar	Association	on	the	17th	day	of	November,	2011,	expresses	its	profound	
and deep sorrow upon the death of one of its distinguished members, Kenneth Edmund Shunk.

Ken	was	born	on	August	16,	1953	in	Springfield,	Missouri	to	Willard	Shunk	and	Mildred	Price	Shunk.	He	attended	Parkview	High	
School,	graduating	in	1971,	and	then	Ken	attended	Southwest	Missouri	State	University,	graduating	in	1975.	Ken	attended	the	
University	of	Missouri	at	Columbia,	and	received	his	Juris	Doctorate	degree	in	1978.

Ken	moved	to	Poplar	Bluff,	Missouri	after	receiving	his	license	to	practice	law,	where	he	served	that	community	for	his	early	years	
as	a	member	of	the	local	Legal	Aid	office	and	in	private	practice.	Ken	then	moved	to	Dallas,	Texas	where	he	practiced	law	until	
returning	to	his	hometown,	Springfield,	Missouri,	in	the	early	1990s.	During	his	career,	Ken	practiced	with	other	attorneys	and	
by himself as a solo practitioner.

Ken, while serving the less fortunate members of Butler County, Missouri, honed his talents for generously helping his fellow 
human	beings—frequently	to	his	own	financial	sacrifice.	However,	despite	the	detriment	to	his	own	prosperity,	Ken	steadfastly	
maintained his commitment to helping others throughout his entire legal career. Ken was always available to serve his clients. In 
fact,	it	has	been	said	that	if	more	lawyers	were	like	Ken,	there	would	be	no	more	“lawyer	jokes.”

Ken was an avid sportsman, having played football in high school and softball in his youth. Ken was a devoted fan of both the 
Springfield	Cardinals	and	the	St.	Louis	Cardinals,	and	enjoyed	watching	football	on	Fall	weekends.	Ken	enjoyed	the	outdoors	
through	fishing	and	a	vigorous	exercise	of	his	second	amendment	rights.	Every	year	Ken	looked	forward	to	his	gardening.	And,	
Ken always loved his dogs.

Ken is survived by his wife, Becky, who was the love of his life, a daughter, Autumn Albert and her husband, Bobby, two 
grandchildren, Cameron and Kendra, and his special canine boys, Wyatt and Doc, his mother, Mildred, and his sister, Sally Riley 
and her husband, John, and two nephews, Brandon and Travis, and Travis’s wife, Cara.

NOW,	THEREFORE,	BE	IT	RESOLVED	that	the	Springfield	Metropolitan	Bar	Association	hereby	recognizes	the	
achievements of Kenneth E. Shunk. To perpetuate the esteem in which he was held by this Association, it is ordered that 
this	resolution	be	placed	in	the	permanent	records	of	the	Association,	that	a	copy	hereof	be	filed	in	the	office	of	the	Circuit	
Clerk of Greene County, Missouri, and that a copy hereof be given to his family with the sincere sympathy and respect of this 
organization and it members.

This resolution is duly adopted November 17, 2011.



MEMORIAL RESOLUTION OF THE
SPRINGFIELD METROPOLITAN BAR ASSOCIATION

IN RECOGNITION OF JAMES H. WESLEY, II

BE	IT	RESOLVED,	the	Springfield	Metropolitan	Bar	Association	in	a	Memorial	Service	on	the	17th	day	of	November,	2011,	
acknowledges its profound and deep regret upon the death on August 17, 2011, of its respected and popular longtime member, 
James H. Wesley, II.

Jim	entered	this	world	on	September	10,	1941,	in	Hannibal,	Missouri,	and	was	raised	and	attended	public	school	in	Palmyra,	
Missouri.	He	was	a	proud	alumnus	of	Palmyra	High	School.	He	served	his	country	on	active	duty	in	the	United	States	Navy	from	
1959	to	1962.	Jim	then	attended	the	University	of	Missouri,	Columbia,	where	he	graduated	in	1966	with	a	Bachelor	of	Science	
degree	in	Business	Administration.	He	went	on	to	law	school	and	received	his	Juris	Doctorate	degree	from	the	University	of	
Missouri Law School, Columbia in 1970. Following his graduation from law school, he was admitted to the Missouri Bar.

In	that	year,	Jim,	his	wife	Suzanne,	and	their	young	son	Scott,	moved	to	Springfield,	where	he	practiced	law	for	over	40	years.	He	
commenced	his	practice	as	an	associate	attorney	with	the	law	firm	of	Woolsey,	Fisher,	Clark	&	Whittaker.	Scott	was	soon	joined	
by a sister, Jamie. 

In	1973,	then	Governor	Christopher	Bond	appointed	Jim	as	Chief	Administrative	Law	Judge	of	the	Springfield	office	of	the	
Division of Workers’ Compensation. He ably and judiciously served in that position for 20 years. As Chief Administrative Law 
Judge,	Jim	served	a	territory	in	Southwest	Missouri	bounded	by	Springfield,	east	to	West	Plains,	and	extending	from	the	Arkansas	
state line north to counties surrounding Rolla and Lebanon, Missouri. As Chief Administrative Law Judge, Jim presided over 
all	dockets	of	the	Division	of	Workers’	Compensation	in	that	area,	handling	both	contested	and	non-contested	claims,	and	
appearances of employers and employees represented by legal counsel, as well as workers appearing pro se. Jim adjudicated all 
of	his	cases	in	a	competent,	equitable	and	impartial	manner.	Everyone	who	appeared	before	him	was	treated	with	respect	and	
dignity, and was assured of a fair and just determination of their case. 

Following his retirement from the Division of Workers’ Compensation, Jim entered private practice and was one of the founding 
members	of	the	law	firm	of	Daniel,	Powell,	Wesley	&	Brewer,	LLC,	where	he	practiced	until	his	sudden	and	untimely	death.	He	
had a vast number of devoted clients who will miss his wise counsel and caring legal representation.

Jim was a member of the American Bar Association and its Administrative Law Committee, Missouri Bar Association and 
Springfield	Metropolitan	Bar	Association.	He	was	a	member	of	the	Workers’	Compensation	Committees	of	both	the	Missouri	
Bar	and	Springfield	Metropolitan	Bar	Associations.	He	lectured	extensively	on	workers’	compensation	before	many	professional	
organizations, political and educational groups.

Jim was an active supporter of Kids’ Chance, an educational scholarship program for children of workers killed or seriously 
injured	in	job-related	accidents.	Besides	serving	on	its	Board	of	Directors	for	many	years,	Jim	helped	organize	local	workers’	
compensation	seminars	to	benefit	Kids’	Chance.

Jim	is	survived	by	his	wife	of	48	years,	Suzanne,	his	son	Scott	and	wife	Anita	of	Denver,	Colorado,	and	daughter	Jaime	and	
husband Mike of Tonganoxie, Kansas. He is also survived by his four adorable grandchildren, who were the joy of his life, Aidan, 
Maegan, Connor, and Ryleigh. 

NOW,	THEREFORE,	BE	IT	RESOLVED,	that	the	Springfield	Metropolitan	Bar	Association	hereby	recognizes	the	
achievements of its honorable member, James H. Wesley, II. To perpetuate the esteem to which he was held by this Association, 
it	is	ORDERED	that	this	resolution	be	placed	in	the	permanent	records	of	the	Springfield	Metropolitan	Bar	Association,	a	copy	
hereof	be	filed	in	the	office	of	the	Circuit	Clerk	of	the	31st	Judicial	Circuit	to	be	maintained	in	the	permanent	memorial	records	
of the Court, and a copy hereof be given to his family with sincere condolences, all as a memorial of the respect and high regard 
the	membership	of	the	Springfield	Metropolitan	Bar	Association	had	for	its	departed	colleague,	James	H.	Wesley,	II.

This Resolution is duly adopted November 17, 2011. 



MEMORIAL RESOLUTION OF THE
SPRINGFIELD METROPOLITAN BAR ASSOCIATION

IN RECOGNITION OF TURNER WHITE, III

BE	IT	RESOLVED	that	the	Springfield	Metropolitan	Bar	Association,	in	a	memorial	service	held	on	this	17th	day	of	
November,	2011,	expresses	its	profound	and	deep	sorrow	upon	the	death	of	one	of	its	Past	Presidents	and	long-time	member,	
Turner White, III.

Turner was born March 5, 1921 and passed away peacefully on August 21, 1911 at 90 years of age.

Turner’s life continued a family tradition of devotion to the law. His Grandfather, Turner White, served as a Commissioner and 
Justice	of	the	Missouri	Supreme	Court;	his	Uncle,	Warren	White,	served	as	Judge	of	the	Greene	County	Circuit	Court,	Division	
Two. A son and two grandsons practice law in the Kansas City area.

Turner	graduated	from	Central	High	School	in	Springfield,	The	University	of	Missouri	in	Columbia,	and	from	the	Washington	
University	Law	School.	He	was	a	member	of	the	Missouri	and	New	Mexico	Bar	Associations.	He	served	as	President	of	the	
Springfield	Metropolitan	Bar	Association.

Turner’s	devotion	to	the	quality	of	the	judiciary	is	evidenced	by	the	excellent	judges	selected	for	the	Missouri	Supreme	Court	and	
Courts of Appeal during his tenure as a member of the Missouri Judicial Commission.

Turner	served	our	community	in	many	capacities.	He	was	a	member	of	and	President	of	the	Springfield	School	Board,	member	of	
and President of the Board of the Greene County Guidance Clinic and a Life Elder of the National Avenue Christian Church in 
Springfield.

To	quote	Turner:	He	had	as	many	bad	habits	as	he	could	afford.	Turner	was	an	airplane	pilot,	a	horseman	of	saddle,	harness	and	
draft	horses,	an	amateur	blacksmith,	and	an	accomplished	golfer	(although	in	later	years	he	enjoyed	the	privilege	of	“improving	
the	lie”	whenever	he	wished).	

Turner	entered	the	practice	of	law	in	1948	in	Springfield	with	the	law	firm	of	Harold	T.	Lincoln,	Jr.,	practiced	in	New	Mexico	for	
a	short	time,	returned	to	private	practice	in	Springfield	firms	which	included,	Leonard	Chinn,	Sam	Dickey,	Clyde	Alleman,	and	
many	others.	After	30	years,	Turner	left	Private	Practice	and	became	General	Counsel	to	the	Springfield	City	Utilities.	He	retired	
from there in 1995, but did not give up his interest in the law. He read all published opinions of the Missouri Courts and freely 
argued his approval or disapproval of the reasoning and results of what he read to his lawyer friends.

Turner	served	in	the	military	during	World	War	II.	He	was	a	Captain	in	the	1st	Artillary	Regiment,	United	States	Army.	His	
service took him to India, Burma and China. In China, he learned the Manchurian language and trained Chinese soldiers on the 
use of artillery pieces against the Japanese.

Turner’s	wife,	Marjorie	Dearing	White,	predeceased	him.	They	had	two	sons:	Steve	and	Turner;	five	Grandchildren:	Bryan	White,	
Chris	White,	Laura	White,	Seth	White	and	Ethan	White;	and,	two	Great-Grandchildren,	Jackson	Turner	White	and	Elaina	
White.

Turner	was	a	credit	to	the	legal	profession,	to	the	entire	community,	and	to	the	Springfield	Metropolitan	Bar	Association.

NOW,	THEREFORE,	BE	IT	RESOLVED	that	the	Springfield	Metropolitan	Bar	Association	does	hereby	recognize	TURNER	
WHITE, III for his accomplishments as an attorney and to perpetuate the high esteem in which he was held by this Association, 
it	is	Ordered	that	this	Resolution	be	placed	in	the	permanent	records	of	the	Association;	that	a	copy	thereof	be	filed	in	the	office	
of the Circuit Clerk of Greene County, Missouri, and that a copy thereof be given to his family with a signature of sympathy of 
the members of the Association.

This Resolution is adopted this 17th day of November, 2011.



MEMORIAL RESOLUTION OF THE
SPRINGFIELD METROPOLITAN BAR ASSOCIATION

IN RECOGNITION OF HOWARD WINGET

BE	IT	RESOLVED,	that	the	Springfield	Metropolitan	Bar	Association	in	a	Memorial	Service	held	on	the	17th	day	of	November,	
2011, expresses its profound and deep sorrow upon the death of Howard Winget.

Howard	Winget	was	born	on	August	25,	1926,	to	Ora	M	and	Lenna	(Hutchinson)	Winget	in	Wetmore,	Kansas.		He	was	preceded	
in death by his parents, his brothers, Perrian Winget and Darryle Winget and his sisters Myrie Ayres and Alma Winget.  He died 
on May 30, 2010, after a short illness.

He	was	raised	in	Central	Missouri	and	graduated	from	Ashland	High	School.		He	attended	the	University	of	Missouri-Columbia	
where	he	graduated	with	a	Bachelor	of	Arts	degree	in	1949.		He	attended	and	graduated	from	the	University	of	Missouri-
Columbia law school in 1951.

He	married	Noema	Colleen	Bennett	in	1951	and	together	they	raised	6	children.		His	family	was	the	center	of	his	life.		He	went	
to	work	at	Shelter	Insurance	Company	where	he	worked	for	40	years	until	he	retired	in	1991.		He	enjoyed	spending	time	with	his	
family	and	grandchildren.		He	was	an	avid	fisherman,	spending	most	of	his	time	on	the	water	with	his	close	friends	and	children.		
He	introduced	his	children,	his	nephews	and	grandchildren	to	the	sport	of	fishing	and	the	great	outdoors.		

After the death of Norma Winget, he married Patti Byers Lowther.  He and Patti enjoyed 27 years of marriage until the time of 
this	death.		He	is	survived	by	his	wife,	Patti	Byers	Winget;	his	children,	Susan	Hadlow	of	Shell	Knob,	Missouri,	Dan	Winget	of	
Kansas	City,	Missouri,	Marie	Upp	of	Springfield,	Missouri,	Teresa	Bittiker	of	Kansas	City,	Missouri,	Sally	Metz	of	Cincinnati,	
Ohio	and	Joe	Winget	of	Springfield,	Missouri.		He	is	also	survived	by	many	grandchildren,	great	grandchildren,	nieces	and	
nephews.  

Howard Winget died at the age of 83, but his spirit lives on in the hearts and minds of his friends and family.   

NOW,	THEREFORE,	BE	IT	RESOLVED,	that	the	Springfield	Metropolitan	Bar	Association	does	hereby	recognize	Howard	
Winget, and to perpetuate the esteem in which he was held by this Association, it is ordered that this Resolution be placed in the 
permanent	records	of	the	Association;	that	a	copy	thereof	be	filed	in	the	Office	of	the	Circuit	Clerk	of	Greene	County,	Missouri,	
and that a copy thereof be given to his family with the sincere sympathy of the members of this Association.

This Resolution is duly adopted this 17th day of November, 2011.



Thank You
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